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Human Brucellosis Decrease5
The number of reported brucellosis
cases affecting humans dropped to a
record low of less than 600 in 1961, a
90% decrease since 1950, latest figures
compiled by the National Brucellosis Com-
mittee reveal.
These figures are reported in the cur-
rent issue (Sept. 1) of the Journal of the
American Veterinary Medical Association.
They were originally published in the
Proceedings of the National Brucellosis
Committee's 1962 annual meeting, held in
Chicago, Ill.
Brucellosis is a disease which can be
transmitted from cattle, swine and goats
to man, causing such symptoms as chills,
headache, and fluctuating fever.
According to the Committee, the annual
incidence of human brucellosis decreased
from 6,321 cases in 1947 to 580 cases in
1961.
Figures also revealed that the decline in
human brucellosis has been halted some-
what in recent years (1957-1961) because
of the high incidence among swine. "The
incidence of brucellosis infeciton in man
will probably continue at the present level
until the disease in swine is brought under
control and eventually eradicated," the
Committee report stated.
The Committee estimated that approxi-
mately 880,000 "Brucella-infected" swine
were handled and processed in the United
States during 1961. Estimates revealed
that approximately 131,000 herds in this
country are infected with brucellosis an-
nually, and that more than 570,000
people risk exposure to infection each
year.
The report pointed out that the distri-
bution of human brucellosis cases is high-
est in the upper Midwest. Iowa reported
the greatest number of cases, followed by
Illinois and Kansas.
The Committee said that the majority
of cases reported in the North and North-
west sections of the country affected pack-
ing house workers and butchers. Cases
reported in the South mainly affected per-
sons handling infected animals or con-
suming milk products obtained from dis-
eased animals.
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